















































CHICKASAW PARK RENEWAL MASTER PLAN

contained two tennis courts, two baseball
diamonds, and one football field. Although it
was very limited, this was more than the
other black parks in the city of Louisville.
Playgrounds and shelters were still to come.

The Parks Board gave the official go ahead
for implementation of Olmsted plan for the
park in June 1927. In September of 1928,
$500 of a $100,000 bond issue was set aside
for colored parks and playgrounds and for a
shelter-shed at the entrance to Chickasaw
Park. W.J. Horrigan presented plans for TN AT S
Chickasaw Park road that were accepted by the Park Board although they varied from the
original Olmsted plans for the park. Then the Chickasaw Park road was constructed in 1928,

The original Chickasaw Park lodge building
opened in 1929, It was a one-story structure
with an Italian style portico around the entire
building. It was a remodeling of the former
two-story structure believed to have been the
Whalen house and included a recreational
room and separate toilets for men and
women. A new wading pool was also
constructed near the lodge building.
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By September 1930 the Olmsted Brothers only unfinished work is completing the planting
plan for Chickasaw Park. The limited funding available at the time of the original plans
caused the planting plan to be omitted, and
the road had not been constructed as the
Olmsted brothers had designed. They
nevertheless agreed to finish the plan for
$150.00. In February of 1931 construction
of the park walks in Chickasaw Park began,
Soon thereafter a proposal for constructing
a lower road to the riverside was submitted
and approved.

Construction of a lake for canoeing and
skating was approved in 1934, and
completed by 1936, The lake was placed
where earth excavations had been made by
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CHICKASAW PARK RENEWAL MASTER PLAN

Riverfront

The park is blessed with a long stretch of
riverfront along its entire western boundary.
This area of the park is currently
underutilized and hard to access but many
people want to make it more accessible. The
riverfront is comprised of the riverbank slope #
made up of two sections divided by an 2
intermediate terrace about half way up the
bank. The intermediate terrace is relatively
flat and varies in width from around fifieen
feet to more than fifty feet. A short stretch of
road is currently the only accessible route to
the intermediate terrace but people make
their own paths down the steep slope from
the lodge area causing severe erosion. There is no direct access to the river itself. Views of
the river from the upper level are hard to achieve through the dense vegetation. More than
half of the shoreline is severely eroded with vertically sloughing banks that threaten to impact
the up slope features of the park as they eat into the park landscape.

Lodge Area

The lodge area is located along the top of the riverbank in the southwest corner of the park.

It is one of the most heavily used and congested areas in the park. Facilities in this area
include; the lodge, a picnic pavilion, a basketball court, the bandstand, a parking lot, and parts
of the walking path and park drive.

The lodge building is in poor condition and is
too small for the large family reunions that
occur here. The building can currently hold
only 50 people under its shelter. The
bathrooms are in need of plumbing repairs
and the kitchen is inadequate for the intended
use. The interior space of the lodge, although
small, has a nice fireplace but very poor
acoustics. The heating, air conditioning,
electrical systems, and lighting are also in
need of repair and improvement,

The basketball court is in a good location but may need resurfacing within a few years. The
old bandstand, which was cut off from its audience by the floodwall, is quickly deteriorating
and unsafe.

The walkways near the lodge building are in very poor condition with uneven surfaces, large
cracks, and potholes. Surface drainage in this area is also bad.
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CHICKASAW PARK RENEWAL MASTER PLAN

The existing parking area near the lodge is disorganized with too much pavement and easy
access to the riverbank. Because it is 5o easy to access the top of the riverbank, people often
dump trash, yard waste, and other garbage over the bank causing a huge mess on the scene
below.

Active Recreation Area

The active recreation area is located along
the top of the riverbank just north of the
lodge area. It is another heavily used and
congested location in the park. Facilities in
this area include; twelve tennis courts, a
children’s playground, a spray pool, a half
basketball court, several picnic areas, and
parts of the walking path and park drive.

The tennis courts are a highly used feature
of the park. Six of the courts are clay and
six are asphalt. The clay courts were
reconstructed in 1994 and have irrigation to
keep the clay moist. The asphalt courts are
in poor condition with significant cracking
and poor drainage. The asphalt courts are scheduled to be reconstructed later this year.

The children’s playground has old equipment with little play value, limited accessibility, and is
not in compliance with current playground safety guidelines. The spray pool nearby needs
plumbing repairs and upgrades to the drainage system.

The parking in this area is unsafe,
unorganized and unsightly. Gravel on
both sides of the park drive allows
patrons to parallel park. This has
caused many people to express
concerns for the children that run
between parked cars from the play area
to the tennis courts on opposite sides of
the park drive. The gravel parking has
also covered up the original drainage
structures along the park drive.
Drainage is therefore nonfunctional
due to the additional deterioration of
these structures.
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Figure IIL.6
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Figure II1.7
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Figure 1118
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Figure II1.9
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Figure 11110
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Figure I11.11
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Figure IT1.12
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